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An architect’s rendering of the new Rosemark at Mayfair assisted living and memory
support facility being built at 8th and Jersey.
By Sara Visser, MNI Board Member

Oct. 15 brought blue, sunny skies
as Rosemark Development Group
held a groundbreaking ceremony
for Rosemark at Mayfair Park, a new
assisted living and memory support
residential community on Eighth
Avenue and Jersey Street.
Under a white tent and at tables
adorned with roses, a catered lunch
was provided for about 75 invited
guests after the ground was broken.
The celebration was rounded out with
champagne to toast the new facility,
which certainly fills a need in our
neighborhood.
“It was a lovely, festive occasion,” said

Jackie Medford, a Mayfair Neighbors
Board Member who attended the event
with her husband, Jim.
Nestled a short walk from Mayfair
Park, the community will have a
south-facing, second-floor balcony
overlooking lush gardens, bistro
lounge, library, home theater room,
arts and crafts, exercise/rehabilitation
room, beauty salon and Skype services
to stay in touch with loved ones.
Small pets are welcome. Residents
also can participate in daily activities,
clubs and local outings. A menu of
supportive services will be available to
provide assistance with daily living and
transportation.
Rosemark continued on page 2

Save the Date
Mayfair Annual
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 4

Shred-a-Thon
Saturday, April 18

Mayfair Park
Clean Up
Saturday, May 2
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About the Mayfair Mirror
The Mirror is published four times
a year in the spring, summer, fall
and winter.
For advertising, contact Todd
Parker at ads@mayfairdenver.org.
For story ideas, please contact our
editor at editor@mayfairdenver.
org.
For more information, visit www.
mayfairdenver.org
Our mailing address is:
Mayfair Neighbors, Inc.
PO Box 200306
Denver, CO 80220-0306
If you need help designing an
ad for The Mirror, please contact
Chere Martin: 			
chere@CMMCreativeStrategies.com
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From Left to Right: Mike Greaving (Brinkman Constructors), Dustin
Graul (Brinkman Constructors), Kevin Logan (Studio C), Keith Pomeroy
(Pomeroy Living), Mark Cytyrnbaum (Rosemark Development Group), Anne
Rosen(Rosemark Development Group), Camille Thompson (CLS), Russ Den
Braber(CLS) and Yong Cho (Studio C) break ground on Rosemark at Mayfair
Park, a new assisted living and memory support community at 8th and Jersey.

Staying connected
The 72,000-square-foot, 88-apartment senior living community promises
quiet neighborhood living in the city, said Anne Rosen, principal at
Rosemark Development Group.
“Most future residents currently live within a few miles and will want to
stay connected to friends, family, healthcare facilities and cultural venues.
Medical centers such as Rose, National Jewish Health and the Anschutz
campus are very close,” she added.
Rosemark at Mayfair will be managed by CLS, which also manages local
continuum of care retirement communities at Clermont Park, Holly Creek
and Someren Glen in the south Denver area.
“Rosemark at Mayfair Park will offer a very high quality of life, with a
wide range of amenities and programming, along with highly trained staff
who will deliver personalized care and services to meet each individual
need and expectation,” said Camille Thompson, president of CLS.

Designed with a sense of community
Designed in consultation with Boulder-based The Highland Group, the
2.5-acre campus also will feature 16,000 square feet of outdoor gardens
and walking paths. The two-story building will have studios, one- and twobedroom apartments with private bathrooms and small kitchens. Four
different “neighborhoods” within the building will encourage a sense of
community and offer support for residents with different needs. A grand
opening is currently scheduled for late 2015. Interested parties may join an
interest list at www.rosemarkmayfairpark.com.
Rosemark at Mayfair Park is part of a $50 million project underway
by Rosemark Development Group at Eighth Avenue and Jersey Street.
The two-city-block development includes a 163-unit, upscale apartment
community scheduled to open later this year.

By Elaine Zupancic, MNI Board Member

From the Board

Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Mayfair Park
A Very Special Invitation

Mayfair’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt TO: All Mayfair Children
is such a great time for young and FROM: The Easter Bunny
old alike. Bring the kids and meet the
JOIN ME FOR FUN
neighbors! As always, the park will be
Saturday, April 4, 2015
sectioned off by age so that the little
11 a.m., Mayfair Park
ones won’t have to compete with the
big kids for Easter eggs filled with
Saturday, April
candy! And the Easter Bunny will be there, so bring
4, 2015, Mayfair
your cameras.
Park 9:30 a.m.
This is a big event and we need help from volunteers!

Friday, April 3, 2015, 6 p.m. Egg Stuffing
We meet at the Community Center at the southwest
corner of Colfax and Newport. We’ll supply the pizza,
you BYOB and come with lots of energy to stuff candy
into thousands of eggs! This is always so much fun. It’s
something even the kids can do, so no need to hire a
babysitter. Last year, the youngest in attendance were
twins less than a year old! With enough people, believe
it or not, we usually finish in a little over two hours.

Preparation for
the Big Event

Children meet
the Easter Bunny
at the 2014
Mayfair Park
Easter Egg Hunt.

We need people
to help distribute
and hide the eggs;
help rope off the
areas by age; and help clean up the park surroundings.
We’re hoping to have a coffee stand again this year.
What a great way to celebrate the arrival of spring!
To volunteer for either of these events please contact
www.elainezupancic@aol.com.

Now Enrolling 12 months to 9th grade

At MCHD, WE BELIEVE all children are born with
confidence, and we foster that confidence so they can grow to change the world. Using true
Montessori teaching techniques, our teachers know how to ignite a spark that awakens your
child's unique learning style. That in turn leads your child to discover a lifelong love for learning.

Call today to find out how we can uncover the genius in your child.
The Secondary Academy is an independent middle school afﬁliated with MCHD.
MCHD and SA admit students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.
Mayfair
Park Hill
Stapleton
303.322.8324
www.mchdenver.org

uncover the genius

www.mayfairdenver.org
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From the Board

Airbnb: The best and worst of neighborhood
home sharing

If you go to the Airbnb website and search for Denver,
you’d never guess that most of the listings are technically
illegal. In a residential zoned district, the Denver zoning
code prohibits rentals of a home for periods of less than
30 days.

Renting rooms or houses
For those unfamiliar, Airbnb.com is a website where
homeowners can temporarily rent out houses or
individual rooms, and travelers can find a place to stay
in hundreds of thousands of places around the world.
More than 1,000 homeowners in Denver use Airbnb to
rent their homes out to guests for short durations. For
$15 a night, you can sleep on an air mattress in someone’s
living room, or for $1,000 a night, you can rent an entire
4,000-square-foot home with a pool.
Opponents say Airbnb raises concerns of safety for
tenants, as there is no process to ensure visitors’ safety.
Are the smoke detectors working? Is the plumbing and
electrical to code? Is the property clean and pest free?
There is no way to know. Those opposed also say it is a
problem for neighbors because they have the right not
to live next door to a hostel. They are concerned that the

Celebrating 48 years
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parade of noisy visitors will drive down property values.
It’s the very reason zoning restrictions exist.
Denver, like nearly every other city in the U.S., is
grappling with the new “sharing” economy. From
driver services, car sharing, bike sharing, tool sharing
and even home sharing, the new economy is a breeding
ground for innovation; it is also a landmine filled with
unseen risks. Who regulates the drivers? Do they have
insurance? Is the home safe? Are the guests criminals?
Are the property owners paying the correct taxes?
While it’s technically illegal in Denver, according to
Denver Community Planning and Development, the
city does not necessarily police and fine home-sharing
properties. Most investigations are just reacting to
neighbor complaints.

Cease and desist in Denver
There is a recent case in Denver where an owner was
posting her house on Airbnb but was told by the city to
cease and desist. The owner does not agree and is trying
to gain support in her fight against the city, which she
said unfairly shut down her short-term rental operation.
Reports suggest that this owner had such success
renting out her home that she decided to build another
rental space in her backyard. Neighbors complained
and a neighborhood inspector found she was building a
“tiny house” that violated building codes because it was
being constructed on a lot that was too small – 3,300
square feet where the required minimum is 5,500 square
feet. It was also being built without zoning or building
permits. To circumvent building codes, the owner
placed the home on wheels to say it was not a home, but
a trailer. The building sat so high, it blocked the sun on
the neighbor’s yard. According to inspectors, the house
would not be legal on any property in Denver.
Each city is trying to balance homeowner rights
with safety and quality of life issues. According to
Councilwoman Mary Beth Susman, “I have set up a
Sharing Economy committee that is addressing all the
aspects of this new economy, and we are tackling home
sharing and ride sharing. We’ve had the large businesses,
such as Airbnb and VRBO, as well as Car2Go and Uber,
come talk with us. I plan to have citizens who are hosts/
guests/riders/users of these to also come talk with us as
we try and get our arms around this.”

From the Board

General meeting addressed
new developments, crime
in Mayfair
By Patricia Mulligan

To Mayfair residents, Oct. 14’s Annual General
Meeting represented a good opportunity to get caught
up on activities in the area. The meeting at Palmer
Elementary School featured Principal Dr. Paula
Bieneman, who brought us up-to-date on several grants
and awards the school has received recently. She also
shared data showing Palmer students’ improving rate of
academic growth.
According to a representative from developer Christian
Living Communities, Rosemark at Mayfair Park held its
groundbreaking ceremony on Oct. 15. The new assisted
living and memory care residences are being built
at Eighth Avenue and Jersey Street. Christian Living
Communities is known for its work at Clermont Park,
an upscale retirement community in southeast Denver.
Continuum Partners is the Denver-based business
that will develop the Ninth and Colorado Boulevard
site. It closed on the property on Jan. 30 and was set to
begin abatement and demolition work in February.
Community Resource Officer Reyes Trujillo provided
heartening statistics on crime in Denver Police District
2. The great news is that crime rates are down throughout
the district. He is backing a crime-fighting effort to have
HALO cameras (high activity location observation)
installed on Colfax at Elm, Ivy and Krameria streets and
14th Avenue and Krameria.
Three of our locally elected city, state, and federal
government representatives addressed the audience.
City council member Mary Beth Susman’s thoughts have
turned to ideas for making local public transit systems
more efficient and attractive. Colorado State Rep. Lois
Court, who is also a political science instructor at Red
Rocks Community College, presented a succinct and
timely lesson on the differences between a constitutional
amendment and a statutory amendment (proposition).
Morris Price is the district director of Congressional
representative Diana Degette’s office and is a proud
Mayfair resident. He reminded us to not hesitate to call
Degette’s office if problems are encountered with Social
Security, Medicare or other federal programs. They are
happy to assist their constituents and get us pointed in
the right direction.

www.mayfairdenver.org
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From the Board

Mayfair Park cleanup day is May 2, 9-10 a.m.
By Lynn Gregory

Mayfair Park is the gathering place for our
neighborhood with our Easter Egg Hunt, Concert in the
Park and just everyday walking our dogs and playing.
Mayfair Neighbors, Inc., along with the Mayfair Park
People, has worked hard over the last several years to
help revitalize the park. A new playground was built
that is loved by the children in the neighborhood. The
installation of the dog bag dispensers has helped make a
big improvement in folks picking up after their pets in the
park! Thanks to all of you who are conscientious about
that and thank you to those who fill the dispensers for us.
The perennial beds on the south side of the park and
the Mayfair Park sign beds are planted and maintained
by a group of your neighbors who willingly volunteer
to make our neighborhood a better and more beautiful
place for all.
Each spring, we gather to clean out the beds, do a bit
of cutting back and plant a few new perennials to keep
them looking beautiful.
We can use your help. If you are interested in helping
on Saturday, May 2, from 9-10 a.m., or if you would
like to join us in maintaining the gardens throughout
the summer and early fall, by becoming a member of
the Mayfair Park People, please contact our volunteer
1385 Krameria St. <> 303-322-0810
In-store tastings
Fri & Sat, 4-7 pm

We are dog
friendly!
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Serving the Mayfair Community

We have a great wine selection, large variety of liquors &
liqueurs and handcrafted beers from around the globe.
Plus! a friendly and knowledgeable staff.

Next to King Soopers at 14th & Krameria
www.MayfairLiquors.com
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coordinator Elaine Zupancic at elainezupancic@aol.
com or contact Lynn Gregory at chelgarden@gmail.com
with questions.
Special thanks to those of you who stop to pick up a
piece of trash or pull a weed while walking through our
park.

Acts of kindness —
Mayfair style
By Elaine Zupancic

Around Oct. 23, I went out for my usual 30-minute
walk around the neighborhood. Everything was
perfectly normal until about 20 minutes in, when I
began to feel exceedingly tired. It was a warm day,
and I was wearing a light sweater instead of a more
appropriate T-shirt. Before long I was dragging my
feet, “listing to starboard” and a little disoriented as
I tried to get home. Fortunately, a rescuer appeared
with an infant strapped to his chest and two dogs on
a leash. He took my arm and walked me home where,
after I cooled down and took a little nap, I was fine
again. I think he said he lived on the 1300 block of
Grape. At any rate, he knows who he is and I just want
to publicly acknowledge his kindness. Just another
reason to be grateful to live in a neighborhood like
Mayfair.
Then, on the Saturday before Halloween, about
8:30 in the evening, my doorbell rang. As I was not
expecting anyone, I peeked out the window just in
time to see a little girl ring the doorbell again and
then run off the porch and hide. As I looked in the
other direction, I saw two or three little heads bob
up—it was obviously kids who were up to something.
When I opened the door, they all came out of hiding
and shouted “Happy Halloween” and pointed to a bag
of (really good!) candy they had left on the porch.
Apparently, it’s a new thing called “Booing,” which I
had never heard of before. I thought it was such a nice
thing to do and I got a big kick out of laughing with
them about what a surprise they gave me.
And speaking of Halloween, this was my twelfth year
in Mayfair and it was the best by far in terms of trickor-treaters. I think it was the highest number and the
costumes were really outstanding—so inventive. (My
favorite was the peacock!)
I know one of the things I’m most grateful for is
living in such a great and real neighborhood.

On Saturday, April 18, 2015, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.,
Mayfair Neighbors will again host a “Shred-a-Thon” to
safely and securely dispose of your unwanted documents.
This year we are moving the event to Mayfair Center,
located at the northeast corner of 14th and Krameria in
the parking lot of 7-Eleven and The Garlic Knot. This
great new site will be convenient for those traveling 14th
Avenue, and shoppers in the area, so we expect to be
very busy.
There will be a nominal fee of $15 to cover the cost
of the shredding truck. If you are a paid 2015 member
of Mayfair Neighbors, the cost to have your documents
shredded is waived. You can renew your membership
on-site or you can easily renew now on our Web page,
MayfairDenver.org, or just send us a check in the
envelope provided with this issue of the Mirror. You
may bring three large trash bags or three large boxes of
paper. Only paper is allowed, no electronics.
This event has become one of our most important ways
to gain new members, so this year save a bit of time and

have your membership renewal form filled out ahead of
time and bring it with your check or cash to the Shred-aThon. Remember, your annual membership is good for
the calendar year so, no matter when you renew it, it
expires at the end of that calendar year.
With the growing number of participants for this
event we need volunteers to help direct traffic, sign up
new members and unload documents from vehicles
if needed. Volunteers, new and old, are all welcome
and should contact the Mayfair Neighbors’ Volunteer
Coordinator, Elaine Zupancic at elainezupancic@aol.
com in advance of the event. Plan to arrive and check
in on-site by 9:30 a.m. and plan to stay until the event
ends at noon. Emails to Elaine should include “Mayfair
Volunteer” in the subject line and include your name,
address, phone, email and other pertinent information
in the body of the email so Elaine can contact you.
Whether you volunteer, renew your membership or
just come to shred your documents, we hope to see you
there!

From the Board

Shred-a-Thon is back - Saturday, April 18

www.rare-finds.com
303.990.9311

M–S 10am–5pm | Sun 12pm–4pm

Hand-Picked Custom-Built Home
Furnishings from Around the World
Rustic

Reclaimed

Vintage

Industrial

From either East or West on I-70,
take Exit 277 (Dahlia/Holly/Monaco)
ONE WAY

N

MONACO PKWY.

ONE WAY

HOLLY ST.

*One offer per purchase, in store only,
non-sale items.

Exit
277

ONE WAY

I-70

Exit
277

DAHLIA ST.

OFF PURCHASE

Bring in this ad and receive $10 off*
your purchase of $50 or more.

COLORADO BLVD.

$10

I-70

STAPLETON DR. N.

STAPLETON DR. S.

ONE WAY

QUEBEC ST.

I-25

6500 Stapleton Dr. S.
Denver, CO 80216

www.mayfairdenver.org
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From the Board

Join Mayfair Neighbors today
Your membership dues and advertiser fees allow us to
hold events, produce the Mirror and keep you posted
on important political and development decisions
impacting our neighborhood.
When we go before the City on issues that affect us all,
one way that we can prove our validity is to share a high
membership rate. Simply put, your membership (a low
annual fee) gives us tremendous power to advocate for
Mayfair. We are a 501(c)3 so your membership is 100
percent tax deductible.

What is Mayfair Neighbors, Inc.?
Mayfair Neighbors is open to all residents of Mayfair
(Eudora to Monaco, 6th to Colfax) and works to unite
and improve our community.
Sponsored events
• Spring Egg Hunt
• Neighborhood Shredding Event
• Garden Tour
• Concert in the Park
• Dictionary donation to all third-graders
• Fundraisers for Palmer Elementary
• Wine Tasting
• Neighborhood Garage Sale
• 4th of July Parade
• Sponsor Local Charity at Holidays

Lawn & Landscape

• Power Raking
• Lawn Aeration

• Seasonal Cleanups

• Fertilization

• Gutter Cleaning

• Bark Mulch

• Snow Removal

Serving Mayfair since 1994!

www.mayfairdenver.org

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Traﬃc speed
Street maintenance
Alley cleanup
Crime and safety
Planning and zoning
Monitors hospital redevelopment site to ensure it
fits with neighborhood goals
Sends representatives to city events and meetings
to ensure Mayfair’s voice is heard
Supports and promotes local businesses and
economic development
Fosters community spirit
Coordinates with other neighborhood associations
Solicits citizen input

Ensure neighbors are informed
• Disseminates information through Mayfair Mirror
(published quarterly)
• Sends email news blasts on critical/time sensitive
issues
• Actively promotes Mayfair to the media
• Monthly Board meetings are open to all. Join us
the first Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 14th and
Newport.
Please join us today. Senior Membership (65+):
$10; Single Household Membership: $15; Business
Membership: $25
Please send your check to: Mayfair Neighbors, Inc.,
P.O. Box 200306, Denver 80220.

Calling All Kids!

• Weekly Lawn
Mowing
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Other concerns we address

We’re introducing the Kids
Corner in the Mayfair Mirror!

If you have a drawing, poetry or
a short story (no more than 1 page)
that you want to share with the
neighborhood, send it to us. Winning
entries will be published in the Kids
Corner each quarter!
Have your parents send your artwork or writing to chris.ringwood@
gmail.com

The Mayfair Neighbors Annual Wine Tasting event
on Oct. 11, was a marvelous evening of good food and
wine, catching up with neighbors and making new
connections.
This year’s venue was the Cheyenne Fencing Society,
which provided plenty of space and a unique ambiance
for the nearly 100 attendees.
People arrived by car, on foot and by bicycle, and
even included a few who ventured to Mayfair from
Washington Park and Park Hill. The aroma of Phoenician
Kabob’s scrumptious fare filled the air, along with jazz
and swing music, as we sampled wines from around
the world, courtesy of wine distributors organized by
Mayfair Liquors.
Attendees had the opportunity to order wine by the
bottle or case, with 20 percent of the purchase price
coming back to Mayfair Neighbors. A lovely surprise
was the varied selection of wines to taste – most were
from regions that are off the beaten path and uncommon
varietals. A definite wine education.
The Wine Tasting event is traditionally the primary
fundraising occasion for Mayfair Neighbors, Inc., the
not-for-profit, all-volunteer organization dedicated

to organizing community events that make Mayfair a
better place to live. This year’s event brought in strong
proceeds to be used for future neighborhood events and
publication of “The Mayfair Mirror.”
MNI relies solely on membership dues and fundraising
to produce events like the Shred-a-Thon, Garden
Tour, Easter Egg Hunt, 4th of July Parade and the End
of Summer Concert, among others. In addition to
publishing this newsletter, MNI also serves as a strong
advocate for our neighborhood and gives a unified
“Mayfair voice” to our partners in the City of Denver
and throughout the region.
Special thanks to our Wine Tasting Evening sponsors!
• Elaine Cheris, owner of Cheyenne Fencing Society
and Modern Pentathlon Center: 5818 E. Colfax
Ave. (between Ivy & Ivanhoe)
• Ibrahim and Victoria Dahleh, owners of
Phoenician Kabob, and their excellent servers:
5709 East Colfax Ave. (between Ivy & Ivanhoe)
• Randy Raymer from Mayfair Liquors (1385
Krameria St. in the King Soopers parking lot), and
wine distributors Natural Wine Company, Wine
Cru, Terranova, Elysium, Southern Wine and Spirits.

From the Board

Annual Wine Tasting event – a fun evening of friends

Introducing:

Your NEW and IMPROVED
Neighborhood Liquor Store
Stop by and get

10% off
a $25

*

Find us across from the Mayfair Safeway
NEW owners NEW staff
Certified wine sommelier available:
Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri: 9am - 3pm

Locally owned & operated

or more
purchase.

*excludes tobacco products,
discounted cases, and sale items.
Expires 5/31/15

6245 East 14th Ave • 303.322.5192
www.mayfairdenver.org
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Business Beat

Copper Door Coffee
Roasters opens on
Jersey Street
By Cristen Bertelson

In September, a new, woman-owned coffee shop and
coffee roaster opened in Mayfair. Copper Door Coffee
Roasters—owned by Hannah Ulbrich, a veteran barista
and coffee shop manager—is a very welcome addition
to the shops in the Jersey Street Plaza at 932 Jersey St.
Not only does Ulbrich roast her own beans, but she
also serves some of the tastiest food from other local
businesses.
On any given morning, you’ll see the ladies from
Curves having a drink and a bite to eat after a workout,
or commuters stopping in for a to-go beverage and a
breakfast burrito.
The shop has a great little patio out front and free
WiFi, all very convenient if you’re looking for a spot
to do some work or enjoy the sunshine. If you stop
by on Sunday, be sure to get there early. Along with
pastries, burritos and quiches, Copper Door also serves
doughnuts from Glazed and Confused until they sell
out. These are not to be missed. One of the highlights
of the shop’s coffee drinks is the syrups from Backyard

Soda Company. These are custom, small batch syrups to
add to your coffee that are super flavorful and not at all
artificial tasting. Next time you’re in, make sure to try
the pumpkin spice latte with almond milk. It’s to die for!
Copper Door Coffee is open 6 a.m.-4 p.m., MondayFriday, and 7 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. You can
find them online at www.copperdoorcoffee.com.

Phoenician Kabob
owners open Park Hill
Hub on Ivanhoe
By Cristen Bertelson

Veteran Park Hill business owner Ibrahim Dahleh,
owner of Phoenician Kabob at 5709 E. Colfax Ave., has
opened up a coffee shop right around the corner.
Park Hill Hub serves coffee, tea, pastries and much
more, tucked a short distance from East Colfax on
Ivanhoe. Open 7 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Saturday, and
8 a.m.-noon on Sunday, the coffee shop offers a great
variety of breakfast and lunch items daily.
On my most recent visit, I tried the vegetable breakfast
burrito smothered in green chili. The burrito came out
piping hot and was filled with eggs, potatoes and a variety
of vegetables. It was also huge- enough to take home for
lunch! Their lunch menu is small but impressive and
has a few of the same flavors as Phoenician Kabob, but
also new options like an Italian panini or an avocado
Reuben. Coffee for the shop is provided by local roaster
Monarch Roasting Company and Bhakti Chai is also on
the menu. Plan to spend some time looking at the local
art that adorns the walls or sitting outside on the patio
— tables and benches are built in.
While you’re in the neighborhood, stop by The Juicing
Tree for fresh cold-pressed juices.
Park Hill Hub can be found at 1502 Ivanhoe, just
around the corner from Phoenician Kabob.

Govinda’s Garden Café
caters to the vegetarian
in all of us
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Govinda’s Garden Café is Denver’s longest-serving
vegetarian restaurant. Tucked into the neighborhood
at 14th Avenue and Cherry Street, next to the Hare
Krishna temple, the restaurant was recently given a

to one customer, “They’re nice. They’re locally owned.
Their dry cleaning is fast — two-day turnaround —
and they’re eco-friendly cleaners. Plus, they do it well,
with a smile to boot, and their prices are competitive.
Nicholson is the epitome of small local businesses
serving the Mayfair neighborhood. They’ve earned an
A+ for service.”
As for the business itself, a key to its success is
appreciation and gratitude. Owner Dwight Nicholson
says, “We’d like to thank the many old and new customers
for allowing us to serve you. I am proud to say we still
have many friends of 20 years. We’d like to extend a
special thanks to our first customers, the Snidow (Halby)
family, Mrs. Ruth Malmon, our second customer, and
Karen Kidneigh, a long-time supporter.”
So, next time you need something professionally
cleaned, think local. Patronize Nicholson Cleaners
and, while you’re at it, say ‘thank you’ to the Nicholson
team —Dwight, Mark, Robyn, Mike, Helena, Dina, Bill,
Dwight Jr., Becky, Nikki, Stephanie, Britney, Ms. Tish,
Kimberly and Peter — for being great Mayfair neighbors.
Nicholson Cleaners is located at 916 Jersey St. and is
open 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Dwight and his team can be reached
at 303-320-3425. Mayfair Neighbors greatly appreciates
Nicholson Cleaners being a drop off site for our annual
holiday drive.

Business Beat

rebirth by husband and wife team Carlos and Nandini
Rossi. They remodeled the restaurant and added new
menus, including vegan and gluten-free options.
The cozy and quiet restaurant offers a buffet chock full
of organic and fresh vegetables, hot vegetarian cuisine
that is tasty and comforting and delicious desserts.
Chef Nandini has prepared international cuisine, with
a touch of India, for more than 30 years. Everything
she prepares is made with the best ingredients. The
restaurant has been somewhat of a neighborhood secret
for years, frequented by residents and health-conscious
people, from all walks of life, who love good organic and
natural food.
The restaurant is ranked high on Yelp and other review
sites. One patron claims she is a meat eater through and
through but loves Govinda’s.
“The flavors Govinda’s brings together make me
immediately forget what the word vegan even means,”
she said. “Expect something similar to spice profiles in
India and Pakistan, but ultimately Govinda’s has a blend
all their own.”
The entrance to the café is on 14th Street and is marked
by a colorful mural. Govinda’s serves a hot buffet and
fresh salad bar for lunch Wednesday through Friday,
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and dinner Thursday through
Saturday, 5:30-9 p.m. Visit www.govindasdenver.com
for more information and to see the weekly menus and
special events.

20 Years of keeping
Mayfair clean
By David Bromberg

The Mayfair Mirror gives a hearty shout out to
Nicholson Cleaners in the Jersey Street Shops. In
January, this local business institution celebrated its 20th
anniversary serving its neighbors in Mayfair. What is
the key to their longevity as a small business? According

Join Mayfair Neighbors!

It’s quick! It’s Easy!
It’s only 15 bucks!
Use the enclosed handy envelope
right now!

• Complete Interior and Exterior Painting •
Quality Work by Trusted Craftsmen Since 1995

WE ARE THE CLEAN
GUYS IN A
DIRT Y INDUSTRY!
We background check and drug test
all our employees! We only use W-2
employees: NO SUBCONTRACTORS!

20% off

labor on all interior jobs
performed in Dec. ‘14 - April ’15

CALL (303) 512-8777
www.irelandsfinestinc.com
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Fiction Brewery on
Colfax

left for the night. Their website (http://www.fictionbeer.
com/welcome) provides a schedule of food trucks that
make appearances throughout the week, but it is also
nice to know that you can bring in or order food to the
brewery to suit your fancy.

By Chris Ringwood

On a Thursday night, in early November, I gathered
a few friends and headed over to the newest, well,
the only, brewery in the Mayfair area. Fiction Beer
Company is located on the northeast corner of Pontiac
and Colfax, occupying part of the first floor of the
‘Phoenix on the Fax’ apartment building. The five-story
modern-style building stands out on an otherwise
nondescript section of the avenue. When you first walk
in, you see the brewing equipment and storage tanks
that let you know you’re at a small microbrewery. The
theme of literature, from the brewery’s name, is mainly
focused on a large bookshelf in the back, a couch and
comfy chairs in the middle of the room and a bar
fronted by books piled on top of each other. Other
than those few features, the space is very open, modern
and warehousey, more so than a cozy library feel that I
would expect from such a name.
Upon arrival, my friends and I were greeted by the
friendly staff, who walked us through our beverage
options (sodas and other options were also available),
and explained that we were allowed to bring or order
food in if we wished, but that the food truck had already

Professional Tree Care aT a lower CosT
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removal of any size Tree
Trimming Trees & shrubs

Dramatic beverages
The wall behind the bar identified the eight beers on
tap, organized by ‘The Classics,’ ‘Mystery and Adventure’
and ‘Fantasy & Science Fiction.’ The Classics include a
pale ale, two IPAs and a milk stout, while Mystery and
Adventure will lead you to seasonal beers and a Belgian
Farmhouse ale. The Fantasy and Science Fiction options
were a bit more out there, offering a dark hatch chili
Belgian and an experimental IPA made with cantaloupe
and grapefruit. The beer itself was good. Nothing
jumped out as one of a kind; however, I appreciated the
wide selection and willingness to experiment with a few
flavors and styles.

Board games, too
In terms of entertainment, a large bookcase adorned
the back wall, filled with hundreds of books and board
games. We opted for the latter and enjoyed a game
of scrabble, which none of us had played in years. I’d
forgotten how lethal the triple word score can be. While
we were there, several groups of people came in and out.
Some just chatted and had drinks, while others opened
laptops, threw on headphones and kept to themselves.
Because it was late, there were no kids running around;
however, the server noted that during the weekend
days, Fiction is no stranger to families with kids. I will
certainly come back on a weekend to enjoy a few beers,
entertain the kids and order in some food to cap off the
last few hours of a cool winter Saturday within the next
few weeks. All in all, I’d leave a bookmark in Fiction
Beer Company to make sure I pick up where I left off.
Having a brewery on east Colfax is another sign of the
great things happening in our neighborhood. Check it
out and see for yourself!

Become a Mayfair Fan!

Disease & insect Control lawn Care Program
serVinG THe MeTro area sinCe 1984

303-739-9000
2090 Albion St., Denver, CO 80207
www.rushtontreeservice.com
Skilled & Experienced Specialists
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By Todd Parker, MNI Board Member

Los Parceros is a welcoming new Colombian eatery
located at 5922 E. Colfax, on the south side between
Jasmine and Jersey streets. Welcoming because the
friendly, family atmosphere is the first thing you’ll notice
upon entering the restaurant. The staff members are all
smiles and one of the owners, Joaquin Contreras, is often
chatting it up with patrons. The family environment
is just what the restaurant’s name means, explained
Contreras.
“In Colombia, parceros are your very close friends…
your extended family that you grow up with,” he said.
Come in prepared for a fun atmosphere and to practice
up on your Spanish because the setting is as authentic as
the food — and not much English is spoken.

Added upgrades
Los Parceros took over this restaurant location from
La Guarida Cubana, a Cuban eatery that was open for
less than a year. A few Mirror issues ago, I did a review
of La Guarida, and I commented on the improvements
that the then operators were making to the space. Los
Parceros has kept the basic color scheme and much of
the South American décor, but they’ve added to the
upgrades. Considerable (and expensive) improvements
were made in the kitchen, including a brand new vent
hood system and new cooking equipment. Kitchen
renovations delayed the opening of Los Parceros for
many months, as some of you know from peering in the
windows scratching your heads. Despite the slow start,
Los Parceros now has a printed menu and regular hours
Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 11 a.m.-9
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. and Sunday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
On a recent visit, my family and I tried two of Los
Parceros’ main dishes, Carne Asada and Bandeja Paisa.
The Carne Asada I ordered was a hearty, simple dish
of meat, beans and rice. The meat was nicely cooked
and flavorful. I was immediately jealous, however, of
the Bandeja Paisa that my wife and daughter ordered.
Bandeja Paisa is the national dish of Colombia, and the
version Los Parceros served up was a glorious platter
of seasoned ground beef, chicharron (fried pork rind),
fried egg, arepa (flatbread), chorizo, fried plantain, red
beans cooked in pork, rice and avocado. Excelente!
Ordering Bandeja Paisa is a great way to sample many
different Colombian flavors and is a recommended dish

for first timers. At $18, the Bandeja Paisa is among the
pricier of the entrees ($12-$22), but it’s big enough to
share, especially if you start with some of Los Parceros’
empanadas.

Native fruit juices
To drink, Los Parceros offers an incredible selection
of native Colombian fruit juices, “jugostropicalas,”
served blended with water or milk. My daughter had
the delicious Guayaba Con Leche, and my wife tried
the Lulo Con Agua, also tasty. Los Parceros flies in
its unique fruit from Colombia, so it’s extremely fresh.
Non-Colombians probably have not heard of many
of the fruits offered, so have fun and experiment. Los
Parceros is still seeking its liquor license but plans to
offer a full lineup of alcoholic drinks, many featuring its
jugostropicalas.
Los Parceros offers a lunch special for $7.50 and is
preparing a more extensive breakfast menu. Inside
seating is limited to four booths and a few tables, and
there are a few tables outside. The place was nearly full
the night we were there, but turnover is pretty quick and
the staff at Los Parceros will always find a place for you.
That’s just what they do for their close friends — their
“parceros.” Los Parceros, 5922 E. Colfax Ave., 720-3793808.

www.mayfairdenver.org
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Colombian restaurant
replaces Cuban spot on
Colfax

13

Business Beat

Saving lives one concert at a time
Mayfair is home to one of the most influential and
innovative cancer charities in the world. Tucked into a
small space on Colfax and Elm is the Love Hope Strength
Foundation world headquarters. From the street, you
might not notice it, or from the rock and roll-inspired
logo, you might think it’s a tattoo or pot shop.
The fact is, the small space houses one of the fastestgrowing cancer foundations in the world. The Love
Hope Strength Foundation was started in 2007 by
leukemia survivors Mike Peters, from the rock group
The Alarm, and James Chippendale, a friend from the
music business.
The organization has many goals (LHS brought the first
mammography machines to Nepal and built Tanzania’s
first children’s cancer center), but its signature activity
is turning concerts into life-saving events. By attending
the biggest concerts around the world, it hopes to inspire
people to “Get on the List” to be bone marrow donors.
They are responsible for adding nearly 65,000 people to
the international bone marrow donors list.
The organization maintains that rather than funding
cancer research, it builds and supports cancer centers
around the world, boosting awareness of global cancer
needs and helping those with immediate needs.
As a fundraising staple, LHS is host to incredible music

events in cities around the world, as well as in places
like Mount Everest, Mount Fuji and Machu Picchu. The
foundation offers mountain climbing expeditions to the
most impressive summits in the world, including Mount
Kilimanjaro and even Vail Mountain. For a donation,
you can join a one-of-a-kind trek and climb with your
favorite rock stars to the summit, while enjoying acoustic
musical performances and extraordinary experiences
along the way.
The Love Hope Strength supporters are musicians
from around the world. From high school bands to
legends like The Cult, Gin Blossoms, Chuck Berry, The
Fixx, Tokyo Police Club, Squeeze, Candlebox, Seether,
The Smithereens and Paul Simon, LHS has partnered
with anyone that’s anyone in the music industry.
Love Hope Strength hosts an online store with
great rock and roll-inspired hoodies, T-shirts, jewelry
and accessories. Every purchase is a donation to the
Foundation and helps build cancer centers and register
people to become bone marrow donors. Next time you
need to find a unique gift for the rock star in your life,
check out their site at www.lovehopestrength.org.
Each year, more than 18,000 people in the United
States require a bone marrow transplant — only four in
10 people will find a match. LHS hopes to change those
numbers. To become a bone marrow donor, contact the
organization for more information.

Easter Egg
Hunt!
Sat. April 4th
See page 3
for details.
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By Marissa Isch

A child’s mind needs creativity and
imagination like an engine needs oil,
which is why Art Garage, in Park
Hill Denver, provides a safe and
encouraging environment for artistic
enthusiasm to thrive.
Barb Mckee founded Art Garage in
2007, with the interest of connecting
local highly skilled artists with
residents who were eager to learn
about and create art. Almost two years
ago Art Garage became a nonprofit to
provide even more educational and
creative opportunities, including an ever-expanding
variety of art classes and workshops for children, teens
and adults, as well as art-based community activities.
During the school year, we offer half- or full-day
School Day Out and Pre-K classes and off-site programs
at different schools in the area. This summer is very
exciting because we have a vast array of week-long
camps that provide students with opportunities to try
their hand at diverse media, such as acrylic paints, clay,
collage, drawing, found object sculpture, film and more.
It also allows them to explore projects ranging from
African safari animals, outer space, fan making and
portraits, to print making, pinhole photography, theater
and clay animation.
No matter what a child’s heart desires or brain can
conjure up, Art Garage has a camp to enrich their
summer. Class sizes range from four to 15 students so
everyone is able to get one-on-one attention from the
local, practicing, professional artists who generate and
lead each unique lesson.
Students are able to explore creative art materials,
learn about and demonstrate art techniques and design
original artwork. Everyone gains knowledge about
fundamental art elements, art vocabulary, artistic styles,
famous artists and much more. Best of all, everyone
leaves with a smile and a one-of-a-kind creation.
The Art Garage believes in all things creative and
community-oriented and our intent is to host diverse,
quality, local talent in all disciplines on a regular basis
honoring the unique quality of our neighborhood,
Park Hill. We are always looking for ways to develop
platforms where people can share, exhibit, perform and
sell. On May 30, July 4, and Aug. 29, we’re presenting the
annual Green Art Sale (G.A.S!) Summer Series.
G.A.S! is an open market fundraiser that celebrates all

Business Beat

The Art Garage: A full-service art center in Park Hill

types of art, food, music and cultural traditions.
We also provide space for all sorts of special events
and art parties, whether it be a birthday, team-building
activity, ladies’ night out or just an excuse to get inspired.
We provide fun and interesting projects, the materials
and, most importantly, the cleanup.
For more information on any program or specific
classes, the instructors, or G.A.S!, please check out our
new and improved website: www.artgaragedenver.com,
or like us on Facebook for updates: www.facebook.com/
Art GarageDenver.

www.mayfairdenver.org
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A Little Help for older adults in Mayfair
By Hilary Lenz, MPH, Program Director

A Little Help (ALH) is an innovative
nonprofit operating in Northeast Denver,
including Mayfair, to help elders thrive
in the community. A Little Help connects
neighbors across generations to enhance lives
and strengthen communities. Grassroots
meetings for ALH (formerly Washington Park
Cares) began in 2005 when a group of retirees
recognized the desire of many older adults
in the area to stay in their own homes and
contribute to their communities. Many elders
want to age in place but need “a little help” to
do so.
A Little Help meaningfully connects
neighbors of all ages
through
professionally
driven volunteer services,
providing increased quality
of life with very low cost
services to allow older adults
to stay independent in their
homes and neighborhoods.
We believe that people
should be connected as
they age and that younger
generations deserve the
presence of their elders. A
Little Help is a bridge between neighbors, who can lend
a hand and want to be of service, and seniors who want
to remain safe, connected and supported while aging in
their community.
ALH offers Service Saturdays! in the spring and fall.
Volunteers assist seniors with household to-do lists,
like raking leaves and washing windows. This autumn’s
service day was held on Saturday, Nov. 8. In addition,
members of A Little Help can request rides to the grocery
store or doctor’s appointments or handy help provided
by a volunteering neighbor. They also can engage in
social programs and events like Teen Team and Tough
Talks.
Executive Director Dr. Paul Leon Ramsey speaks
passionately about his desire to build stronger
relationships between neighbors by bringing folks of all
ages together.
“We strive to cultivate a sense of altruism and
compassion for people of different generations. By
working side by side and sharing a meal with people
who are seemingly different than us, we can’t help but
16
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Volunteers help older Mayfair
residents complete their to-do
lists.

discover qualities and interests which unite and bring us
closer together,” he said.
A Little Help also helps the elderly in Northeast Denver
thrive during the winter months. Winter brings specific
challenges for seniors living independently in their
homes. Many experience increased isolation during the
snowy holiday season. It’s tougher to leave the house,
and there is an increased risk of falling, especially on
Denver’s icy days. Seniors need help winterizing their
homes and shoveling snow.
A Little Help is a unique resource for older adults
during the winter season. By connecting them with their
neighbors of all ages, who volunteer for services like
companionship, transportation, handy help and snow
shoveling, A Little Help seniors can enjoy this beautiful
season rather than fear it.
For more information, or to sign up for Service
Saturday as a recipient or volunteer, visit A Little Help’s
website at www.alittlehelp.org, or call the office at
720-242-9032. We need your help to continue to grow
organically in Mayfair. Please let us know if you’re
interested in volunteering on the Neighbor Team!

By Dr. Paula Bieneman
Principal, Palmer Elementary School

At the beginning of the school year, we introduced our
school community to Project Wisdom. Project Wisdom is
one of the oldest and most respected character education
programs in the nation. It is currently licensed in more
than 17,000 schools nationwide. The centerpiece of the
program is a series of thought-provoking inspirational
messages that are narrated over the PA system daily. In
just one minute a day, we reach every student and every
staff member with a few words of wisdom that promote
a more positive and effective school climate.
One of my favorite Project Wisdom messages focuses
on the gift of friendship. Take a moment to think about
your family and friends as you read the message:
Here at Palmer Elementary School, we are surrounded
by our good friends—children, parents and colleagues—
each day. Each week we come together as a school to
celebrate those friendships and the community we have
created.
John Winthrop said it well, “We must strengthen and
comfort each other. We must love one another. We

must rejoice together, mourn together, labor and suffer
together.”
In other words, real friends stick together through the
good times and the bad. They celebrate when things are
wonderful and work through difficult times.
During this season, take some time to talk to your
child about friendship and what it means to be a good
friend. Learn about your child’s friends, new and old.
Find out if he has a friend who sticks by him. What do
your child’s friends have in common with her? What
does he like about his friends? What does she wish
would be better in her friendships?
Plan a time for all of you to do something together.
We learn so much by watching our children play and
children need to know how much we value their
friendships. They also need to see us modeling good
friendship skills.
I just want to take a moment to thank you all for being
such good role models and teaching your children the
value of friendship.
Together we have built a caring community. I hope
that we continue to encourage each other and build one
another up in the New Year.

Schools

Remember the gift of friendship

Specializing in complete
Garden Renovations.
We will transform your
Garden with unique plants,
Hardscape projects, irrigation
And exterior lighting.
303~321~5645
www.mayfairdenver.org
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George Washington High committed to student success
By Jose Martinez | Interim Principal
George Washington High School

The first round of school choice just ended but
another round is coming up in March. Denver families
with current eighth-graders should check out George
Washington High School. Located at South Monaco
Parkway and Exposition, GW offers a comprehensive
education program with academic pathways and
opportunities for every student.
From their ninth-grade year until they graduate,
students work closely with a dedicated counselor to
map an academic pathway that leads to success. GW
students can choose from a wide range of courses in our
traditional college preparatory track, the Honors/PreBaccalaureate program, Concurrent Enrollment classes,
hands-on Career and Technical Education courses,
and our College Board-certified Advanced Placement
classes. Eligible students, who are interested in applying
to our nationally recognized International Baccalaureate
program for their junior and senior years, will be guided
in selecting the appropriate preparatory coursework for
their freshman and sophomore years.
In every classroom at GW, you will find passionate and
dedicated instructors. Experts in their fields, our teachers
are committed to sharing their knowledge and working

Early Bird Special

NEW CUSTOMER LAWN CARE SPECIAL!

GET A FREE TREATMENT

when you sign up for a lawn fertilization program. (20% Savings)
Good on our Organic and Conventional fertilization programs only.
Includes Pre-emergent and crab grass & weed control.

Call Terry for your personalized quote.
(mention Code: MM15)

Terry Schroder, Certified Arborist
303.232.0666 / Direct: 303.457.5890
terry@mhtree.com
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individually with students to encourage academic and
personal growth. In addition to our teaching staff, our
student support team is rounded out with a team of
academic counselors and college advisors. Our Future
Center helps students navigate the college application
process. Every student who attends George Washington
High School will receive one-on-one guidance to make
their college and career goals a reality.
Our offerings don’t stop after the final bell. GW is
proud to sponsor a variety of sports and activities for
all of our students. Every season, you can find students
in the field or on the court learning teamwork and
dedication, while developing as premiere student
athletes. Our clubs and activities cover a wide range of
student interests and contribute to the growth of a wellrounded student who is able to enjoy all of the benefits
of a traditional high school.
We’d love to tell you more about GW! If you are
interested in shadowing a student for a day, please call
720-423-8630.

Chore Service Program
helps seniors with
seasonal cleanup
Seniors’ Resource Center in Denver has launched a
program that could really benefit older adults living
in Mayfair. The Chore Service Program offers seniors
age 60 and over much-needed help with their home
and yard work.
Representatives from Seniors’ Resource Center can
organize and clean homes or apartments and prepare
them for inspection, help seniors pack or unpack
household items after a move, deep clean bathrooms,
kitchens, floors and cabinets and even wash first-floor
windows.
Helpers also clean closets, storage areas, porches,
decks, patios and yards. The organization serves
people living in Denver, Adams, Clear Creek,
Evergreen, Gilpin and Jefferson counties. The goal is
to help seniors continue to live independently in their
homes for as long as possible.
Residents can use the program up to three times
a year for three-hour increments. Depending on the
scope of the work that needs to be done, one or two
workers may be assigned to the request. The service is
free of charge. To schedule an appointment, call 303235-6952 or send an email to ltrujillo@srcaging.org.

By David Bromberg

Preparing your home for Winter
It is hard to believe that it is winter and ski season. We
have had a very mild summer and fall and it is easy to
put off cold weather maintenance for our homes.
Typically, by mid-October, you should have winterized
your sprinkler system. The water is usually turned off
inside the home or out by the street (depending on
system design). Most systems should have the water
blown out of the lines with an air compressor – this
generally costs $30-$50, depending on the number of
zones. As a reminder, do not turn the system on too
early in the spring – late freezes can cause pipes to freeze
and burst. You should also disconnect all outside hoses
from the home. Some spigots can be turned off in the
basement and drained.
Make sure that your gutters are clean. The gutter
system is critical to moving water away from the home to
avoid foundation problems. Clean gutters will also keep
ice from damming up and negatively impacting the roof.
Seal all cracks and holes on the exterior of your home.
This will reduce heat loss and keep critters from seeking
shelter and damaging contents in your home. Ensure
that there is adequate insulation in your attic to keep the
warmth in. If your roof stays clear of snow after a storm,

you may have excessive heat loss into the attic. It is easy
to compare your roof to your neighbors.
Now is a great time to have the furnace cleaned and
serviced. It is easier to deal with a scheduled service
call rather than be without heat and at the mercy of
the contractor’s schedule. Be sure to change the filter
regularly – clean air will help with the efficiency of your
furnace and extend its life. You may want to consider
a programmable thermostat to adjust the temperature
when you’re sleeping or away to reduce your energy bill.
To find out other ways to save on gas and electricity,
while improving comfort in your home, have an energy
audit preformed. You can get information from an energy
advisor by calling Xcel at (303) 446-7910 or going online
http://www.xcelenergy.com/Save_Money_&_Energy/
Rebates/Home_Energy_Audit_-_CO. There are many
rebates to be had for work done.

News

The real estate market

Preparing to Sell
If you plan to sell your home next year, winter is the
right time to start preparing (the spring selling season
seems to creep earlier and earlier each year). You should
strive to create an inviting setting that will make buyers
want to call it home. I’ll write more about getting your
home ready for the market in the next Mirror. In the
meantime, get with your REALTOR to discuss condition
and price.
David Bromberg is a licensed REALTOR

www.mayfairdenver.org
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Fax-Mayfair BID official
Additional City Funds Approved
for Streetscape Planning
Election Day brought a long-hopedfor milestone on East Colfax — the final
creation of the Fax-Mayfair Business
Improvement District. An annual
assessment was voted in by property
and business owners to fund economic
development, public improvements,
safety, and advocacy activities. In
addition, the Denver Office of Economic Development
awarded a $150,000 grant to offset start-up costs and
fund a streetscape master plan for the district.
“It’s all about making this section of Colfax a thriving
area for both consumers and businesses,” said Jamie
Harris, president of the new BID board and owner of
the Mayfair Center at 14th and Krameria Street. Other
board members include Candace Wickstrom, owner,
City Floral Greenhouse & Garden Center; Dan Murray,
owner, Suburban Toppers; Barbara Macfarlane, coowner, Marczyk Fine Foods; Mark Berzins, executive,
Little Pub Company; Dave Emick, owner, Emick’s
Auto Service; and Maurice Bennett, co-owner, Mayfair
Center.

RMF
REVERSE MORTGAGE FUNDING LLC

“It’s all about making
this section of Colfax
a thriving area for
both consumers and
businesses.”
— Jamie Harris, president of the new BID
board and owner of the Mayfair Center

Back in the late-‘80s, restaurant owner Paul Samaras
and partners organized Colfax United to clean up the
street and improve its image. But the area continued its
steep decline. By 2004, a group of concerned citizens
formed the Fax Partnership, which secured city funding
for business support programs, marketing and other
initiatives. However, there is a limit to what a grassroots,
nonprofit organization can do.
“The Fax Partnership really laid the groundwork for
where we are today,” said Harris. “We’re honored — and
eager — to take the baton and move the area to the next
level.”
The Fax-Mayfair BID includes all businesses from
Elm Street to Monaco Parkway, including the Mayfair
Town Center between Colfax and 14th, Kearney and
Leyden. While the BID will serve as a catalyst for the
rest of East Colfax, it is possible that other areas could
eventually be included within the service boundaries.
All other segments of Colfax Avenue in Denver have
organized BIDs. New BIDs for the Santa Fe Arts District
and Old Towne Arvada were also approved Nov. 4. More
on the Fax-Mayfair BID can be found at thefaxdenver.
com/news/business-improvement-district.

Mayfair
Neighbors, Inc.
“To advance the common interests
of the neighborhood by initiating
and coordinating actions for the
physical, economic, civic, and
cultural improvement of Mayfair.”
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By Mary Beth Susman

There is a lot happening around Mayfair these days.
As most of you know, the former University of Colorado
Health Sciences Campus, just west of the neighborhood,
has been the subject of many neighborhood meetings
as Continuum worked to finish its due diligence
investigation of the property and finalize the purchase
at the end of January. You should start to see demolition
work begin sometime in February.
I am actively working on improving transit options
in the city through advocating for a better bus system
featuring more frequent buses and clearly defined
routes that actually go where people want to go. As our
city grows both economically and in population, I am
working to make sure this prosperity is felt by all citizens
and that growth is done in a smart manner. I’m also
working to improve the safety of neighborhoods like
Mayfair and Mayfair Park in coordination with our fine
District 2 police officers.
I host office hours the first three Thursdays of the
month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Locations and more
details can be found on my website. I am also willing

Denver’s Road Home
Finding warmth during the coldest
months
In
case
you
encounter anyone
in need, those
looking for a safe
and warm place to sleep at night should call Mile
High United Way at 2-1-1 (M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
to learn how to get connected to shelter. For those
experiencing mental health or substance abuse
issues, Metro Crisis Services can be reached 24
hours a day at 888-885-1222.
If you are looking for additional ways to help,
many day and overnight shelters need new or
gently used coats, gloves, hats, socks, blankets and
toiletry donations. For more information, please
visit www.denversroadhome.org.
“Together, we want to make sure that our most
vulnerable population has access to a safe and
warm place to sleep at night,” said Denver’s Road
Home Executive Director Bennie Milliner.

News

Hospital demolition slated for first quarter
to meet with any constituent in the district on any
issue anytime. Please feel free to contact my office to
set up an appointment at 720-337-5555 or by emailing
councildistrict5@denvergov.org.

Farmer’s markets:

Coming to a yard near you
With the passage of the Cottage Food Act, Denver is
poised to become one big farmer’s market.

The vote
Denver City Council voted 9-1 in July to allow home
retail sales of fresh produce and cottage foods grown
by the seller on residential property. According to the
new law, it is now legal to sell raw and uncut fresh
fruits, vegetables and herbs grown by the seller in an
on-site or community garden. Whole eggs produced
by chickens or ducks owned and kept by the seller at
home may also be marketed.
The amendment to the zoning code also allows for
the sale of cottage foods. Cottage foods are defined as
low-risk, unrefrigerated food products made on-site,
such as spices, teas, honey, jams and certain baked
goods.

Ready to sell?
• Cottage food sales require a food safety class.  
There is no requirement for on-site kitchen
inspections.
• Sales may only be conducted between 8 a.m. and
dusk.
• Sales allowed indoors or outdoors. Only
temporary, portable furniture is allowed
(example: tables, stands and umbrellas) for
outdoor sales and must be taken inside between
dusk and 8 a.m. daily.
• Sign rules for all home occupations apply. Signs
must be flat, attached to a wall or window of
the home and cannot be more than 100 square
inches in size. One sign is allowed per street
front (one sign for most lots, two signs for a
corner lot). No moving signs and no lit signs are
allowed.
• No parking spaces are required; no sales tax
must be charged; all prices determined by the
seller.
www.mayfairdenver.org
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News

Produce for Pantries gardeners donate 40,600
pounds of produce to help the hungry
By Dana Hill, Produce for Pantries

Produce for Pantries gardeners grew
and donated more than 40,600 pounds
of produce to 30 Colorado food pantries
and hunger-relief organizations in their
neighborhoods in 2014.
Produce for Pantries addresses hunger
in Colorado by encouraging community,
school and home gardeners to plant, grow
and share produce with those in need. A
partnership with Hunger Free Colorado
makes it easy for gardeners to find the location and
contact information for food pantries in their area by
calling the Hunger Free Hotline at 855-855-4626.

Sign of the times
In 2014, Colorado gardeners were encouraged to sign
up for Produce for Pantries at www.produceforpantries.
com. Denver Metro participants were given signs made
out of recycled fence pickets to display in their yard
or garden. The volunteer-made signs displayed the
message, “We Plant. We Grow. We Share.” The gardeners
were asked to track the amount of their donations and
the recipient organizations that received the donations.
“The produce donated is beautiful and disappears
immediately,” said a representative of a Denver food
pantry that received garden produce this year. “It is
better quality than lots of the folks we serve can afford
and better and fresher than anything else we get.”
The gardeners also receive by giving. “I don’t know
why, but my vegetables taste better knowing that I am
sharing them,” says one P4P gardener. Another gardener
says, “I am thankful that Produce for Pantries and the
Hunger Free Hotline connected me with my local
food pantry. I have too much produce from my garden
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to consume and it’s great to be able to contribute to
neighbors in need.”
Produce for Pantries is a collaboration of 15
organizations — Grow Local Colorado, Slow Food
Denver, Denver Urban Gardens, Denver Food Rescue,
Plant a Row for the Hungry, The Table, Sunshine Food
Project, Metro CareRing, Cooking Matters/No Kid
Hungry, Hunger Free Colorado, Livewell Colorado,
Brighton Shares the Harvest, Beanstalk Foundation and
St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Because of a Denver zoning change that was
implemented by the Denver City Council in mid-July,
residents who apply for a permit can sell raw and uncut
fresh fruits, herbs and vegetables that are grown in their
own personal garden or a community garden. The
amendment also covers so-called cottage foods, or foods
that are made on-site, such as spices, teas, honey, jams
and baked goods.
For more information or to find out how to get
involved, visit www.produceforpantries.com, email
produceforpantries@gmail.com or visit www.facebook.
com/produceforpantries.
Together we can plant, grow, share. Together we can
make a difference.
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Mayfair Neighbors, Inc.

“To advance the common interests
of the neighborhood by initiating
and coordinating actions for the
physical, economic, civic, and cultural
improvement of Mayfair.”

Mayfair Neighbors, Inc. (MNI) is a non-profit
Colorado corporation and Registered Neighborhood
Organization with the City and County of Denver.
Our neighborhood’s boundaries are Eudora St. on
the west, E. Colfax Ave. on the north, Monaco St.
Pkwy. on the east and E. 6th Ave. Pkwy. on the
south. The Mirror is distributed free of charge
to over 3,500 residences and businesses within

Mayfair, and is made possible through the support
of MNI members and local advertisers. For information about advertising in our next newsletter,
please call 720-233-0711. MNI reserves the right
to refuse any advertisement. We invite you to send
any questions or comments about MNI, The Mirror,
or the Mayfair neighborhood in general to: Mayfair
Neighbors, Inc., PO Box 200306, Denver, CO 80220.

Renovate your
homeowners policy.
Moskowitz Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Adam Moskowitz, Agent
2204 Kearney St.
adam.moskowitz.jypr@statefarm.com
Bus: 303-985-1529

Great insurance. Low rates.
Remodeling your home can increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your homeowners insurance policy.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®
0901138.1

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

